Love Letters
Frowv

God

Moy yow hawve the power to-understand, as
all Godv's people shouwld, how WIDE, how

LONG, how HI6H, and how DEEP Godl's
love really 5. May yow experience the
Love of CHRIST, though it is so-
GREA'T yowwill never fully
wnderstond it.  Thew yow will be filled
withvthe fullness of L1FE and PONER that

comes from God..
Ephesians 3:18-19
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Names of Love

God (“El, “Elohim)

‘Most Cl—[igﬁ (joaf (“E/ ‘f@on} ‘Most G—(igﬁ

Highest

God of Gods, Lord of lords King of Eings

Cl-[igﬁ and Lofr_y One

My Glory

Pride of Jacob

King of Glory

Father of Glory

Glory of lerael/Strength of lsrael Light of lsrael

Father of Lights

Former of All Things
God of All the Barth
God of hegven

God of heaven and esrth

%}/(/ (// hheaven

%m’ (// Yeaven and earlle j/{/%(/
j%/%‘(r (// theaven and earll

My Water

I AM THAT I AM

Y ahweh

LORD

Everlasting God, Eternal God ('€l ‘Olam)
Everlasting Father



Introductior

tvery yeowr inAmericay, billions of dollawrs are spent o
Valentine's Day to-express love to-that special someone: I
remember being inv high school and watching the girly going
to-the office to- claim the flowers that their priged stud muffirv
had sawved his lawn mowing money to-bwy. Just for her to-
pavade themw awvound the cafeteria to- show how adored she was;
leaving us “wn-loved “ peasanty to- grovel among each other
about how we didwt want flowers arnyyway.

The whole time; in owr heawts; we were actuadly questioning;
“Are we worthy of someone to-love uy like that too?” Where's ounr
knight in shining armor to- rescue uy and parade wy thwrough
the Kingdom crowning us withv owr “Yow awe Loved)” tiawas?
Maybe yow are sl waiting for that mowv inv your life.

My eawrtihly knight i shining armor came just that sunmumner.
And I amv mawried to-him now. That moan makes me feel like I
amv the queer of the caustle daily. Buk, if I expect himv to- rescue
me and I fall into-the trap of believing I need him to- make me
feel like v worthy princess; thew ladies, the road gety rockier
here thaw av cawrriage trying to-get home from the ball while the
wheels are turning back into-puwmpking!

So-who- is this real-life Valentine? The ONE who- is standing
right inv front of us every second, holding o huge Love Letter
that says “BE MINE” onvthe cover, and onevery page? The one
holding the flowers that will never wilt? I pravy thwoughv this
bible study, yowwill “experience Hiy love, thouglv it iy so-great
yow willl never fully understand it.”

Evenvthoughv it canmnot be measured,; let’s get av better idea...

aboul just how WIDE, LONG, DEEP,
and HIGH i€ really is.



How WIDE ?

We are off to- set out on v journey thwough the dimensions of
God's love. Let’s stowt out thinking about the word wide. Whew
my kids were babies;, I wsed to-love singing “He’s got the whole
world inv his hands” to-them. Inv one verse, I would sovy, the
whole WIDE world: Do-yow remember that pauwt? The song took
us thwrough the whole world and thew got smaller and smoller
wntil it came to- Little ole’ yow. Yow are being held in the same
o nothing.

The Greek wovd for wide in this passage can be translated as
“extent, “ or “reaching to-the corners of the eawtiv. “ But there
awe no-corners of the sphere of awv eawth we live on. The eautiv
continually rotates and never stops. Round and round it goes.

It iy the same withv Godv'y love. It iy never ending. There is
nothing we could do-to-ever make it stop. We could twrn his
ivwitation to- be owr forever Valentine down, time after time,
and he would keep pursuing us. It will endure forever.

Let’s stowt out onvthis journey withy o mindset that God truly
does love uy with this “agape’” love that we can't everv
comprehend. There iy o passage inthe bible that iy wsed at
almost every wedding that describes God’s kind of love: 1
Covinthians 13. This agape love that can be travuslated as
“chawity” and “love feast!”

Make o commitiment to- hide these wovds in your heowt, ov
memorige thew every week during this monthvlong study. We
willl always know the kind of love He has for us if we do-this.
No- matter where we go-or what we do; we will be able to- know
this kind of love that only God thwough His Spirit conv perfectly
give!



Let’s study this passage below and make v “date” every week to-
meet back ow Friday, with each section memoriged, alwoys
buidding onthe next. So-that by the end of our four weeks
together, we will know the kind of love owr God offers us .

Week 1 Verse 4, including “not rude”
Week 2 Verse 5
Week 3 Verse 6
Week 4 Verse 7

Now let’s dig into-the Love Feast!!!
Remember, this passage teaches us the AGAPE love that only
God's Spirit convpurely give ivv ity fullness:

I Corinthions 13:4-7

God’s kind of love 1S God’s kind of love is NOT

Now here comes o very fun, personal part of this study. We will
be receiving and writing LOVE LETTERS to-and from God!
Ladies-it's very important that yow think of these letters invthis
way. I want yow to-experience God's love;, alive and real; like it
really i
Hebrews 4:12 says, “For the word of God iy alive and active.
Shawvper thawn any double-edged sword, it penetrates evew to-
dividing soul and spirik, jointy and marrow; it judges the
thoughty and attitudes of the heawt.”



Let His Word, speak ivvpower divectly to-youw, and yow speak in
prayer to-the Lovd thwouglvthese letters. I have prayer
Jowrnaled for years and it has kept my relationship with the

Lovd growing and strengthening.

Lastly, make these letters beautiful. The Lovd’s love for each of
us iy so-unique; so-rich, and personal. Let theses letters

symbolige that!

*Hove fun using the hand-lettering samples invthe
introduction to- make your perwmanship reflect yowr heart for
Him/!

*Address God as oy term of endeorment that your heaut is
stirring ivv yow to-call him. I love to-do-this ivv my journaling.
He iy such owv intimate God, we will all relate to-the different
wondery of His persovn differently everydoy. Use the list of
“Names of Love” invthe introduction to- spark ideas; but yow are
not limited to-those! Express your love for Him by calling Hium
sweet names that only the two-of yow will understand. AW of
these practices will lead, yowr heawt closer to-the heawt of God..

So-let’s get stowted! I know he s smiling down, waiting
patiently to-give and receive the first love letters of this study.

I prayy we kinow and grow in His Love!



Love Letter From God

Thiy letter is from God to- yow. Write owr theme verses for this
study, Ephesians 318-19 out. Make this o beautiful treasure
with creative hand lettering. Write your naumne ov the
addressee line. Change naumes and titles of God to-first persovw
pronouns (my, me). Make the signature at the bottom read the
“Name of Love” (See Introduction) yow most identify withv at
the moment. Let the words sink deep into-your heart!

Love,



Love Letter to-God

1 Johw 4:16 tells us that “God iy Love.” Therefore; we are going
to-write this first love letter based on the verses we ave
memoriging , 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. If God iy love; then, these
qualities ave the very essence of who-He is. Let’s write out av love
letter to- himy, adoring him withvthe adjectives that describe
who-he is, and who-he is not. Inplace of “love,” write “Yow.”
Address himv inv v termv of endeawrment from the “Nawmes of Love”
List or from the secret of your heawt. Sigw your noune at the
closing. Make this a heawtfelt Valentine to- Love Himself-

—— e — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Love,



How WIDE?

Have yow ever heawrd the phwase;, God loves yow this much! And
seenv v picture of Jesus, hanging onthe cross withy his arms
stretched wide? What o simple but profound explanatiow of His
love. Whew avperson holds their awms stretched out to-embrace
another person; they are offering their affection to-them, and
they are receiving the other person, invwhatever conditiow they
stond inv at the moment, as worthy of themselves.

I want to-revisit the meaning of the word “wide” as it is used irv
owr theme passage to-get o better understanding of the
breadtivor widthv of God’s love for us.  It's definition reads:
“carvying the suggestion witivit of great extent.”
And
“to-the ends or cornery of the eawtiv.”

Another place i scripture that we hear about thisg latitudinal
measurement iy inthe passage we will study today:

Read Psalm 103:12-18

How for haw Jesus removed owr sing ov trawusgressions away
from us?

What kind of compassion does the Lovd hawe for us?

He remembers that we owe what?

What metaphor are owr lives compared to?

What is this picture contrasted to? How long does it last?



Flowers are one of the most populaw presenty given to-express
love. We may get some this Valentines Day. We will quickly put
themv inv water, to-admirve their beauty for afew short days.
Then we will thwow them out. God gives us this beautiful
picture to- remind us that our lives will quickly be over, but His
love for us will last forever. Draw out av picture dustrating
verses 17 and 18 below. Write the verses or suummowige the most
important words invthe verses inv o pretty hand lettering font as
well. Make it o beautiful picture of God's never ending love for
you



Love Letter from God

This letter is fromv God to- yow. Yow may have knoww this verse
since childhood, but personalige it this time. Let God speak it
directly to-yow r heouwt inv v freshv wayy. Use av first persown
pronounw where Godr's o av second persovw pronowv is. Instead of
world, insert “me.” He came for YOU. Replace “whosoever” withv
“yow.” Use av beautiful font of hand lettering and sigvw i& withv av
Name of God that yow relate most closely to-. Let your heawt
treasune these words!

Love,



Love Letter to-God

What a gift the Lovd has given us invtaking owr sing so-four
away from ws and giving us eternal life, if we will believe ivv
Him! Yowheart should be soawing with a greater
understanding of the width of his love for youw! Thank Him
now for removing your sing from yow, as for as the east is from
the west! Address Love Himself withv the Name of God of your
choice. Make it heawtfelt and beautiful. Write out av proyer of
thankfulness based o Psadwm 103:12 to- God..

DW‘__‘_"_‘__-__‘_--_-__-__‘_-‘_-‘_-‘_- b

Love,



How Wide?

I love studying the meaning of words. Especially words invthe
scriptuwre. That makes me sound pretty dovky, huh? But the
reasow I love studying thew iy because it gives me such av richer
understanding and applicatiow of the concepty that are being
communicated. I hobe my love for studying this way wil rulr
off o yow inutead of rubbing yow the wrong woy!

Take this word “wide “ in ouwr theme verse for irnstance. We
have defined it using ity original Greek word wsed v scripture.
Now we will look at how it is used inv other verses of the bible.

InEphesiong 3:18, it iy used inv descriing the width of Godly
love.

InRevelation 20:9, it iy uwsed to-describe the “broad plain of
the eawthV’ or the “breadtiv of the eawtiv’

InRevelation 21:16 it iy used to-describe the width of the Holy
City invheaven!!!

How awesome is it that the widthv of God’'s love for yow canwnot
be fully measured, as owr theme verse of Ephesians 3:18 teaches
us; but that it canv be compawed to-the width of the eawth, and
the width of the wally of the New Jerusalem!

Let’s continue o gaining greater understanding of the widthv
of God’'s love inv light of the widtihv of the eawti. Out of all the
peoble onthe eanth, God chose yow. Yes youw. Whew Jesus caume;
he made it cleaw that the inwitation to- salvation was not just
for people who-could trace their lineage back to-Abraham inv
the book of Genesis, but to-ALL people.



Consider 2 Peter 2:9:

“The Lovd isnwt really being slow about his promise; as some
peoble think. No; he is being patient for your sake. He does not
want avwyone to-be destroyed, but wanty everyone to-repent.”

He wanty yow, yes you, to-repent, or turn back to-Him and find
life and love.

Read Deuteronowy 7:6-11
This message was givew to-the natiow of Israel, whom we are
also- knoww as if we believe in Him.

What kind of people are we?

Who-has God chosen us out of?

What were we chosen to-be?

Verse 7 saysy God did what evenw thoughv Israel was the smallest
of nations?

Verse 8 says for what two- reasons did Godr rescue the Israelites
from Egypt?

Verse 9 soys He is what kind of God? How long does he keep His
covenant (unconditional promise) and lawish His unfailing
love on those included v it?

Verse 10 tellsy of the other end of the spectrum of God's passiow.
We cannot skip this trutiv.. This is who-Godr is. His love iy
amaging and ovailable; but He also- makes it clear that we
must choose him back to-find his mercy. If we donw't, what does
he say will happen?



Love Letter From God

The apostle Peter reminded us of these words in the New
Testament. Let’s receive them personally and refreshed from
God. We are not forgotten. We ave chosen, royal; holy,
special treasure to-God! Now that is a Valentine wortiv
receiving!!! Yow awe the chosen daughter of the King of Kings;
no- matter how old yow are! AW yow hawe to-do- is accept his
love and love Himv inv retuwrn to- receive this title. So-heow it
fromHimy, princess. Write 1 Peter 2:9 from Him, beautifully like
the previous letters.

l‘ ,y Be/LO‘Ve/d/_______________________________,

Love,



Love Letter to-God

Offer up avprayer of praise; exalting God for this amazing love
that chose yow out of all the people of the eartivto-belong to-
Him. Write verse 9 as avletter to-Himy, saying that yow
understand that this is the good God that He is. Address himy
by one of His titles and make it pretty!

DW‘__‘_"_‘__‘__‘_--_-__‘__‘_-‘_-‘_)

Love,



How Wide?

Weve studied His arms stretched wide onwthe cross removing
ouwr sing as fowr as the east iy from the west, His love that chose us
from the whole wide world to-be his special treasure, and now
we will study how his love iy as wide and constant as the
breaditiv of the eauwtiv.

When we were adopting our daughter from Uganda, av small
couwntry in East Africa, we drove avfew howrs to-take o trip to-

the equator. We stood withvone foot in the eastern hemisphere
and one inthe western hemishphere. And it was hot! Very,
very hot!

I did some research aboul just how wide the world is. “The
tantivy actual circumference at the equator iy 40,075.16
kilometres (24,901.55 mi). That is o wide;, wide eartivgirls!

If Godis love is wide enough to-encompass the whole world, thevw
it i certaindy broad enoughv to- survound all of owr worries and

Consider
1 Peter 5:7
“Cast all your anyiety o him because he cawes for yow”

Think about the strengtiv God must have to-be able to-hold all
the cawes of every prayer of every persov invthe whole wide
world, and still not grow tired or weary. Not only does he have
the strengitihv to- hold all of your concerns, he also-has avms wide
enough to- siwround you; to-hold yow as he holds your
concerns. Call me cragy, but many times whew I go-behind
closed doors to-pray to-God my father, all by myself; I wrap my
oww aurmy awround, myself as av reminder of the Father who- is

holding me:



Read Matthew 11:28-30

Who- is speaking in this passage?
Who- does he inwite to- come to-him?
What does he promise he will give you?

What does Jesus say to-put on?
What is one role Jesus wans to-take inv our lives?

How does Jesus describe himself at heawt?

What does he promise AGAIN?
How does his yoke (work load) fit?
Are his burdens heavy?

Ladies, Love’'s arms ave wide and strong enoughv to-take us into-
themy and take owr burdens. He exchanges our worries for his
perfectly fitting; light workload. He wanty us to-come to-himy
and rest invthose awrmy stretched out wide. Onthe cross they
offered us forgiveness. Inthe prayer closet they offer us rest and
comfort.



Love Letter from God

This s v good one ladies! Arenwt we all tired and wornw out
fromv something? Jesus is standing there with his arms wide
open, wanting to-take the heaviness away and replace it withv
rest invhig awrms: Stowt with calling out to-Him inv av personals
way that representy who-He is to-yow. Refer to-the Naunes of Love
List if needed. Write out Matthew 11:28 in v restful wovy!

Love,



Love Letter to-God

This letter is going to-be av bit different. Yow are going to-write
out 1 Peter 5:7 invavpersonal way to-God: But keep letters small
because yow need to-uwndoad on Him/! Let the verse be the stout,
and let every single weight inv your heawt transfer to-Love's wide
openw arms. Dowt forget, EVERYTHING. Fromthe concernsthat
could, stowt v tidal wave to-the small worries that wouldwt
canse av splashv. Consider making this a habit every morning.
See how yow will literally float into-the day afterwords. Oh my
word He is GOOD!

DW‘__‘_"_‘__-__‘_--_-__-__‘_-‘_-)

Love,



How Wide?

Yesterday we studied how Love’'s arms are operv wide to-take all
owr awmnieties owoay ond cowry them for us. I caon't tell yow how
mowny times I hawve handed wy worries over to-Jesus, but thes
raised wmy hand up to-try to-help hinv carry them. Stop it! He's
got it. Infact, to-help us remember not to-take back owr
burdens; he opens his arms wide again to-offer us everything
that belongs to-Hium. Yes, everything. He wanty to-fill owr arms
withv so- many good gifty from him that we dowt hawe roow to-
coury the burdens as well.

tphesions 1:3 Says, “How we praise God, the Father of our Lovd
Jesus Chwrist, who-has blessed us witivevery spivitual blessing inv
the heavenly realims because we belong to- Chwist.”

Did yowget that? Let’s break it down, because trust me, we
dowt want to- miss it. God has blessed us with every spiritual
blessing inv heawen. These spiritual blessings he has to-give us
will outlast the things ov this eawtivthat we spend so- much time
fretting over. Ohhow I want to-quit that already! Dowt you?
Let’s see how we can continue to-relax in Jesus's awrms as he
reaches thew wide; offering to- us everything we need invthis

Read Matthew 6:25-30

Should we worry about everyday life?

How should the birds remind us of this trutihv?

How should the lilies and the grass remind yow of this truthv?



Who- already knows what yow need?

Instead of worrying; what does God want us to-do-ivvverse 337
(My foworite verse of scriptuiel)

That's right, Love Himself promises to-give us everything we
need! Everything. His arms are openv withvthe things we need
today. Tomorrow, we will need to- come back and see him.
Because if he gawe usy what we needed for tomorrow today, we
may just do-our ownthing. He loves us so- much that he wanty
to-give us freshv daily bread.

Below there is room to-drow avpicture of the bivds; and lilies ivv
the field to- remind yow that God will provide all your needs.
Write out paut of the passage that speaks the strongest to-yow inv
a pretty font to-go-withv it.



Love Letter from God

Again, donwt worry, Love Himself will provide everything yow
need today. Hisy arms awe stretched wide ivv love to-give yow
everything yow need for today, and everything yow will need
for eternity. His storehouse will never empty. Write to-
Philippians 4:19 in first persow from God to-yow. Thew sit back
inhis wide open arms and rest inv the truths that have showeds
yow av better glimpse of the width of his love this week/

l‘ v 'y Be/LO‘\/e/d/________________________________,

Love,



Love Letter to-God

Write out Matthew 6:33 to-God, as avlove letter of promise;
committing to-seek Hum first, withv your awrmy stretched out wide
to- Himveveryday. This is how he promises we will be givew
everything we need. He is all we need. AUl we need. There iy no-
love sweeter, nothing else will satisfy.

DW‘__‘_"_‘__‘__‘_--_-__‘__‘_-‘_-‘_-‘_- b

Love,



How Long?

I'mv going to- now take yow back to- Language Arty class after we
cleaw out of the cafeteria withy our never wilting flower of Godr's
Word sparkling ivv owr hands. It is time to- move o to- studying
a new dimensiow of His love this week.

As we hawve leawrned from owr theme verse in Ephesions 3:18, wes
canv only gain greater understandings of Godrs love;, but wes
can't ever fully grasp it. So-let’s sit doww for some more of the
love feast, shall we?

How did memoriging 1 Corinthians 13:4 go-last week? This

week; we ave mesmoriging verse 5:

“Love does not demand it’s own way. It is not irvitable; it keeps
no-recovd of whew it has beenw wronged..”

Remember that these awe attributes of God's kind of love. Agape
love. Thig is the kind of love we awre studying the dimensions of-

Now back to-how long his love is. Whew I studied the Greek
Word that long was translated from, I saw that it iy closely
related to-the word “great” as used invthe greatest
commandment. Ity meanings include,” language wsed inv
from Chwrist.”

By the time Jesus had come; the Jewish people had av very long
List of rules or comumandmenty to-keep to-be considered
righteows. The man wanted to-know which one was the most
importoant.

Read Matthew 22:34-40
Why did the Phawisee ask him the upcoming question?



What was the question he asked? What was Jesus's answer inv
verse 377

How iy this commandment ranked invverse 38? (The word
greatest here iy the word that is closely connected the word
“long” inv our theme verse).

What is the second and equally important commandment?

What is based on these two- commandments?

For avvery long time; this verse was my stowting place whes
praying for my loved ones. When I would stowt prayying for one
of them, the first thing I would prayy was that they would love
the Lord with move of their mind, heart, soul, and strengti.
But about av yeowr ago; my prayers shifted.

My new “stauwting prayer” became Lovd, help them have av

greater understanding of how wide, long, high, and deep your
love s for them! I made it my stowrting place for myself too-

I did this because I had realiged that if we have a greater
understanding of how much God loves us;, we are going to-have
a greater and greater love for himv i retwrn. It iy v natuwral
response; v authentic movement of o heowt to-endeor
someone whom they know genuinely endears them. Doesn't
that make sevue sisters? We are going to-keep the greatest
commandment by growing in our knowledge of how much God
loves us! I pray yow are growing i your understanding of
Love Himself thwough this study, and loving him more inv

return.



Love Letter From God

Let’s try and have o greater understanding of owr Creator’s
love for us. The very fact that yow ave reading these words
right now testifies that Love Himuself has been pursuing yow. He
has beenw drawing yow towawds himself: Doeswt it feel
incredible to-be desired by the one who- spoke the world into-
being? Write Jeremiadv 31:3, addressed to-yow. Let His Words
overwhelw your heost.

l‘ ,y Be/LO‘Ve/d/__________________________________,

Love,



Love Letter to-God

Write out av prayer of commitment to-God. Promising to-
continue growing inv your love for him. Think about how yow
cov address himv inv v new way inv whichy yow never hawe before.
Write out Matthew 22:37 inv v personal way, stoawrting with the
word “I.” Go-for it! Lovd; help this letter be atrue heowt's cry
that will be anv ongoing process wntil we see yow face to-face.

DW‘__‘_"_‘__‘__‘_--_-__‘__‘_-‘_-‘_-‘_--_--)

Love,



How Long?

One year I was paut of av bible study onthe topic of joy. We had
a fuv kick off pawrty where we got together and decovated some
“joy journals” and made them resemble pretty holy scrapbooks.
Inthese joy journals, we were to- make av list of all the gifty that
we recogniged God giving us;, adding morve and more everyday
wntil they were full. This awoweness of Godl's gifty were intended,
to-spark joy invus. And it did.

Today we are exploring the lengthvof God’y love based off the
definitiow of the word long as: the number of blessings
received fromv Chwrist.”
Girls, this iy going to-be av long; long list! Most of usy could sit

downw and think of blessing after blessing that we have received
fromhim. Lel's look at some scripture to-prepare owr hearty for

this long list of goodness.

Read Jomes 1:17-18

What comes to- us from God, above?
What did he create, and how is he different from it?

In hig goodness, what did he choose to- make ws?

Through what did he do-this?

out of all his creatures, where do-we rank ow his List?



Love Letter from God

We know how blessed we are, but do-we always give credit to-
The One blessing us? Let’s heawr his word afreshv as this letter
from himv reminds ws of where all these good gifty awre coming
from. Write out Jaumes 1:17, as if God were speaking dirvectly to-
Yo

l‘ ly Be/LO‘Ve/d/__‘__‘__‘___________________________,

Love,



Love Letter to-God

Let’s enter his cowrty with thanksgiving! Write out Psalim
100:4-5 inv v beautiful, personal way to-Love Himself. Thew
make o long list underneativ it of all the gifty he has giver yow.
Drink inthe love that he offers you, see the lengths of his love,
evident invthe lengtiv of your Ust.

D60(4/'_______‘__________‘_______________‘__‘__‘__‘_ )

Love,



How Long?

Today we will look at lengtiv in terms of time. How long is Gods
going to-love us? This is o good question inv ight of how so-
many couples these days promise to-love each other forever,
only to-go-their separvate ways.

We donw't hawe to- be anxiows about the Lovd thwowing his hands
up and walking away. His love will last forever.

Read Psalwv 136
Inthe first thwee verses, what awve the titles of God?

What phwase is repeated onthe last line of each verse?

In verses four thwough nine, Godr's creation and mirvacles are
praised. Which one is your fovorite?

List some of the mivacles God did for the natiow of Isvael whenw
he delivered them from Egypt invverses 10-16:

What awe some of the miracles God has done inv your life to-
deliver yow from slawvery of sin? Thank him.

Inverses 17-22, there iy a call to-thank God for leading his
people into-the promised land,; defeating every power standing
invtheir way. What does the promised land God iy leading yow
to- look like personally inv yowr life right now?



List thwee things his steadfast love provides for us inv verses 23 -
25.

One move time; how long does it say the God of heawven's love
lasty invverse 26?7

Recently we had av couple over to-our house for pre-marital

couwnseling. My husband was explaining to-them how
mowriage vows are covenant vows, not contractuad vows. Yow

may be thinking, what is the difference?

Whew two-parties sigr o contract, it is avtwo-way agreement.
stating that each personw will keep their promises to-one
another as long as the requivementy set forthvinthe terms are
the vows they are held accountable to-the terms invthe
agreement. This iy not o covenant promise. This iy not the
kind of love mawriage vows represent, and this iy not the kind
of love our Heaverly Father offers us.

A covenont kind of love is the love God offers his beloveds! It iy
not contractual love, based ow if we keep our promises to- hinm,
His love endures. It iy av solemn, binding agreement that his
love will last for yow forever. Evew if yow donw't hold up your
end of the deal, his love enduwes. We will let himv down. We awre
never going to-be perfect wntil we get to-heaven. AU we have to-
do- is keep turning back to- him for forgiveness and love. Ands
we will receive mercy, time after time.

Below awve some synovwyms for the word “endures.” Put o heowt
shape awround thwee of your foworites. Consider them the little
corwersation heoawt caondies from Love Himself-

EVER everlasting OLD evermore ANCIENT
always LONG more CONTINUOUS
indefinite ETERNITY futwrity PERPETUAL



Love Letter from God
It's time to- receive av personaliged versiov of Psalm 136 straight
from the One True Lover of Youwr Soul. The psalm cou be
divided into-four sections; so-yow personalige it that way.
Declave hisy greatness over you, that He is the One True God.
Declawe hig deliverance from awvy thweaty inv your life.
Declawe his leading into-the promised land he's leading yow to-
Declawe his long lasting love for yow with the three synovnyms
yow heart circled onwthe previous page. Remember it's from Gods
to-yow! Make the pronowns reflect it. This will be powerful!

l‘ ,y Be/LO‘Ve/d/__‘__‘__‘______________________________,

Love,



Love Letter to-God

I dowt know about yow;, but I oun just overwhelimed with the
enduring love of my Sawior. In av world full of contracts, he
makes av covenont of love withv us that he will never break! Let's
write out a beautiful love letter to-him, based on Psalm 146:2,
promising to-love and praise him for as long as we live.

DW‘__‘_"_‘__‘__‘_--_-__‘__‘_-‘_-‘_-‘_--_-)

Love,



How Long?

The awerage Americon takes around 5,000 steps per day. That's
35,000 steps o week and 1,820,000 stepsy av yeawr. Now we are
talking about walking o long, long way! Stretch out the steps
yow hawe takew inv your lifetime thus fow and it will make yow
tired just thinking about walking that long. For me; if's
avround 60,000,000 steps!

And just think; the Lovd your God has been beside yow walking
with yow; every step. Evenw whew yow didwt realize he was there;,
he was move faithful thoww ever.

Consider Psalm 22:10:

“T was thwust upor yow at my birth, Yow hawve beenw my God fromv
the moment I was born.”

Read Leviticus 26:9-13

Eorlier invthis passage, the Lord has set up the boundawies for
their safety on how to-obey the commandments. This iy under
the old covenant. We awre now under the new covenant of the
blood of Chwist.

What thwee things does God promise he will do-ivv verse 9?7
How many cropy will they have?

Where will God live?

Where will God walk?

How has God freed them to- walk?



Love Letter from God

What avpromise! To-enter into-this covenant withv God, we must
believe inv our heouty and, confess withv our mouths that Jesus
Christ is Lovd. Thenw we wil know he is walking withv us. His
love will go-the distance; avlong; long; way. Write out the
promise of his presence walking withy yow from Leviticus 26:12.

DW‘__‘_"_‘__‘__‘_--_-__‘__‘_-‘_-‘_-‘_--_-)

Love,



Love Letter to-God

Now it’s time to- conunit to- v continuwed awareness of Love’s
presence; always there walking withv yow. Write out Colossioans
2:6 to-the Lord, vowing to-continue following his footsteps
wherever he leads yow. It moy be fawr, it may be rocky, but
where the love of your life goes, yow will go-

DW‘__‘_"_‘__‘__‘_--_-__‘__‘_-‘_-‘_-‘_--_-)

Love,



How Long?

Sometimes the road home cowv seem so-very long. I cowvheor
my oww inner child asking my father,

“Are we there yet?”
Then, other times; it convfeel like this life is just flying by.
That’'s why today, I want us to-look up some passages that help
us understand how shovt this life ts inv contrast withv eternity.
Thenw we will know that most of the love God. iy going to-be

Read Psalm 39:4--7

What does the psadmist, David ask God to- remind hiv of?
Iy there already av set raumber of days for owr lives?

What does Dawvid use to- compare the length of his life to?
How long iy v entive lifetime to-God?

What does he compare people to-inv verse 6 and what does owr
work end in?

Where does David decide to-put his hope?

Contrast this passage against Psalm 23:6
How long will we live inv the house of God?



Love Letter from God

Write out Psadm 23:6 as av sweet message to- carry withv youw unti
yow get home. Remember it iy traight from God, so-write it inv
first personv. Use “my” for God and “yow” for what had beenw
Dawvidrsy “I.”

l‘ ly Be/LO‘Ve/d/__‘__‘__‘__‘__________________________,

Love,



Love Letter to-God

Send God av promise that yow awe putting all yow hope inv him
as yow follow Love Hinuself the long way home. Write Psalim 39:7
out to-himu. Address himv invv v sweet way only the two-of yow
understand.

DW‘__‘_"_‘__‘__‘_--_-__‘__‘__‘_-‘_-‘_--_--_--)

Love,



How HIGH?

Last week we explored and gained o greater understanding of
how wide God’'s love is. Now i€'s time to-focus invonvthe
dimension of how highv it is. Keep in mind, like our theme verse
telly us;, we will never understand it fully, but we cowv grow inv
owr understanding of his love every single davy, without fully
realiging it! This is my prayer for yow as we contirute this
study. So-let’s get focused.

Who-cawv recite 1 Covinthiang 13:4-5? Great job! Now let’s
comunit to- memoriging verse 6 this week. The NLT reads:

“It is never glad about injustice but rejoices whenever the trutiv
wing out. “ I amv glad that's who-Love is.

Before I had kids I used to-go-out onw my back porch at night
and study my bible: Now all that has to- go- o in the morning,
because at night I fall into-bed exhausted. CowvI get o

amen?

Arnyways; I was so-cragy about Himy but I just couldn't
understand how this bible thing all fit together. How were
there gianty back then? How did people live 100’y of years inv
the book of Genesis? What about the dinosaurs? I just needed
the proof. Thewoneday, I sow it. I sow it as cleow as the stors
and moow shinning above my head onw av cleawr sumumer night.

It was the multt question answering that made all the pusgzle
pieces inv my braiwn fit together. And I believe it iy the perfect
passage to- stowt out exploving how high Godr's love is...



Read Isaiadv 55:8-13

What two-things awre contrasted here ay it pertaing to-us
huwmans and God?

What analogy does God use to-describe the expanse betweery
them?

This is when I stobped and looked up at all those stowrs shivuning
brightly and that moow just hanging there. And I got it. His
ways awre so-high that I'm not going to-understond it all right
now. I cant, because we arenwt on the same longitudinal
level. His perfect thoughty and plans for creation, yow and me
are woy up there. And we are, well, way down here.
But we know He iy good: He is love hinmself: So-we con just trust
himv withv those high thoughty and ways. He knows what he is
doing. So-let’s continue ...

Whew the rainv and snow fall down, what do-they produce?

Whewn God sends out his word, what does it do?

A promise of things to- come--beside each thing below, write
what new things will spring up instead of deativ

Mountoing aond hills—
Trees-

Thovrns-

Briers-

Who-will this bring hownov to?



Love Letter from God

This passage is already in first person. AW yow hawve to-do-is
receive it, like it is divectly to-yow from God. Because it is. He
wanty yow to- live inv this trutiv. His ways awe higher. Make
Isaiadv 55:8-9 write out like av personal reminder to-you.

l‘ v ly Be/LO‘\/e/d/______________________‘__‘____,

Love,



Love Letter to-God

Okay ladies, we've beew reminded, his love, his ways, are
higher. We cant’ comprehend what He is doing. But we know
He is good. So-what does Love Himself want us to-do? Trust
Houm Let’s tell himv we ave ready to-do-just that. Write out
Proverbs 3:5-6. Insest “I” as the first word and make the
pronouns where God iy inferved read “Yow.” Sawe roomv to-write
out specific situations yow would commit to-trusting over to-his
higher understanding that can be trusted/!

l‘ 'y“_“_“_‘-_‘—_‘—_‘-_“_“_“_“_“_“_“_“_)

Love,



How HIGH?
Read Psalwmv 57:7-11
What is the conditiow of the psalmist, Dawid's heouwt as he writes
this psalm?

With av confident, fixed, or steadfast heawt, what iy Doavid
compelled to-do- (verse 7).

When does he wake up to-offer this song to-God?

Among whow will he sing these praises?

Who- cawv yow sing praises to-God with?

How high does he say God's love and faithfulness is?



This iy where it gety good ladies. We need to-see where Davids
was whew he way singing these praises to-God. If yow read the
beginning of this chapter, yow will see that Dawvid was o the
runw from King Saul;, hiding inv ov cave whew the words to-pesv

He could hawve laid down and groveled inthe deep pit that his
enemies had dug for him, deciding to-give up fighting the
good fight. He could hawve rolled awrouwnd in the dawkness of his
oww self pity and stoayed there; defeated. Instead; he looked
UP. Up to-the heawens. I imagine him hiding i the cave,
seeing a glimpse of sunlight peeking thwough, looking up to-the
clouds and believing God would deliver himv from this pit. In 1
Saumuel 22:1, the eventy of what was happening duwing his time
inthis cove awe recovded. It recovdsthat his brothers and
relatives; and moawny othery joined him there, until Dawid wos
the leader of about 400 men! No-wonder his heowt was
confident inthe Lovd. He had trusted the Lovd;, he had
believed that his God's ways were high enough to-provide
protection and provisiow in such av scawy, dark place in his life.

Are there oy situations i yowr life that are backing yow into-
a cave? Yow hawe to-get out of the negative darkness and look
UP! Look up invthe sky at those clouds today! Tell God below
your commitiment to-look out and up to-His wonders in the sky
to- remember how high his love reaches.



Love Letter from God

Infirst person, as though the Lovd was speaking this directly to-
youw, write out Psalm 57:10. Think about the davk situations irv
your life that need to-hear this. Let this trutihv burst fortiv light
there. This would be a funv one to- also- illustrate and draw the
beauty of the clouds and sun shinning thwough. Have funv withv
il Let His love and light penetrate througd the cracks in the
cawverng of your soul. Sigw for Hum the name or title that
describes himv inthe way yow awe feeling close to-him today.

l‘ ,y Be/LO‘Ve/d/__‘__‘__‘______________________________,

Love,



Love Letter to-God
Retwrn v adoring letter to-love Himself, by writing out Psalwy
57:11, writing “I” instead of “be.” Exadt him, Uft himv highv inv
your heawrt. Keep writing to-him, praying that he will be shine
his glovy througdv yow in specific situations inv your life:

DW‘__‘_"_‘__‘__‘_--_-__‘__‘__‘_-‘_-‘_--_1

Love,



How High?

So-fowr this week, we've leawrned that Love Himself ‘s wayy ave
higher thow ours; so-He can be trusted. Today, let’s get
studiouws withv some word study onw the Greek word wsed for
“highy’ inv our theme verse, Ephesians 3:18.

Some meanings of this word in ity oviginal language:

We've looked at the altitude of God’s love thwough Psalim 57
yesterday. Today let’s look at how God loves us with dignity,
how he exalty us ovw highy withv him/! Yes, I said he exalty us. We
exalt and Uft himv higher and higher as we understand the
pedestal of dignity he has set us upow as he sity back and
adores us.

Let’s stowt by looking at Ephesions 1:4-5.

How long ago-did God love us and choose us?
In Christ, how does God see us?

Pictuwre it ladies, yow awe onthe pedestal dressed in the whitest,
most beautiful gown that his grace as adorned yow witi.

What has his ploww always been?

Adopted. We are his daunghters! Which makes us....Princesses.
Royalty. Exalted to-a place of highvhonor. Beside owr preciouns
Sawior, Love Himself.

tphesions 2:6 —Where are we seated with Jesus?



A few times last yeor I got my little girls’ friends together for
what we called “princess bible study.” It was so- much fund They
were diressed intheir pretty princesses gowny and tiaras. They
leawrned from scripture how they awre chosen; royal, holy, o
special treasure to-God (1 Peter 2:9).

Then, we acted out this verse from Ephesians 2:6. I set up the
biggest chair in my house and draped it withv av shiny purple
sash, representing Jesus thwone:. ThewI set o pink velvety,
diamond studded just-their-sige chair beside it. They took
twng walking up to-their place of royalty inthe heavenly
places to- have their picture taken!

Yes, it might be quite comical if I had all of yow over and I
drug wmy old formal dresses out of my closet and we took ouwr
twrw posing and getting a picture taker of owr positiov inv
Chwist. We will let this ilustratiovw do-for now!

This is the height of God's love for us. He wanty us to-walk doww
here knowing that owr real place is up there. Right beside him.
Adorned with beauty, with o special place right beside himv
that no-one else cowv ever take owany.

We donwt Uft owrselves highv inv eawntily pride thinking we are
better thowv others. Instead, we awre humbled by his love.

As Jesus reminded us inv Luke 14:11,"For all those who-exalt
themselves will be humbled, and those who- humble themselves
will be exalted.”

Let’s back up av little and remember who-gave us this
exaltation:

According to-Ephesians 2:4, for what two- reasons did God do-
this?

Verse 5 says ity only by what that we awe saveds?



Love Letter from God

Conv yow heawr himv asking yow to- come and sit withv himv inv the
heavenly places? That's the inwitation he iy writing out to-us inv
tphesians 2:6, and the one we are going to-write out here
today. Add invthe word “Come” and make the verbs present
tense. He wanty us to-remember owr royad position and sawved
status because of his great grace. His love tukes us high withv
him, dignifying us, exalting us as we huwmble owrselves under
Love Himself-

l‘ ,‘y"_“_“_‘-_‘-_‘—_‘-_“_“_“_“_“_“_“_“_‘ b

Love,



Love Letter to-God

Write James 4:10 as av position of your heart. Kneel before your
king. Write it invpresent tense; inva way that shows yow are
huwmbling yourself before himv now.

Love,



How High?

Let’s stay studious today and look at another passage inv
scriptuwre where the Greek word wsed for “high“ in our theme
verse i wsed again.

Read Luke 24:49. The word wsed for “heaven” here is the saume
word used for how high God's love iy inv Ephesians 3:18.

Let’s back it up and see why we will need this high power from

Read Luke 24:44-49
This iy Jesus speaking to-the disciples here. What did he savy he
told thew about?

This next paut is very interesting:.. what Jesus do- next so-they
would be able to- understand?

What was writtew long ago-?
Where awe the disciples supposed to-take thiy message?
What is available to-all who-twrn to- him?

They are told to- stoy there until what comes?

What will it fll thew with?



Some transglations read, “clothed witihvthe power fromw high.”

How does this show us how high his love is? This is how, ladies:
God haws put his owwn Spirit into- our souly since the davy yow
checked that box mavked yes instead of no-when he slipped yow
the Love note that read:

I love yow Do yow love me?

Check Yes or NO

He loves us so- muchy, he wanted to-give us His power. The greek
word for this power iy “dynamis” and sounds a great deal like
“ynamite!” That iy no-coincidence, friends, I mean we awe
talking about the power of heawvew herve. The highest power
there is.

Synonyms for this word include: “strengith; mighty work;
mivacle; virtue; and might.”

I dowt know about yow; but it gety me excited thinking that
Love Himself gives me all this power. It makes me want to-take
the high road. It makes me want to-get out there and fulfill
the great commission, just as Jesus charged us to-do- inv owr
passage today. My fingers awe typing faster right now just
pondering the power from high running through my veins
right this second. What aValentines gift the power of heavew
is. Man, he is good.



Love Letter from God,

Let’s hear it again from God Hinuelf. Let’s hear the truthvthat
his love that is so-high, gave us the power from onw high. Write
Acty 1:8 the way it iy written, but change the geographic
locations from Jerusalemy Judea ond Samaowiav to-where yow
live aond love others withv God’'s love.

Love,



Love Letter to-God

Let’s Lift God high, exalt him for this great power he gives us.
Write out Psalm 21:13 to- Him divectly. Choose av way to-address
him that fitsy how your heowt is feeling about him. Refer to-the
Nawmes of Love list invthe introductiow if needed. Try making
the words look like what they sound like. For instance; big
sturdy letters for “strengtiv.” Hove funw withv it! God will love: it.

DW‘__‘_"_‘__‘__‘_--_-__‘__‘_-‘_-‘_-‘_- b

Love,



How High?

Yesterday we studied how God loved us so- much that he gave us
the Holy Spirit, the power from high. He comes and lives in us
from the moment we tell himv we love him. The bille teaches so-
much about all that the Holy Spirit is and does for us; in us,

Today, we are going to-focus inv on the truthvthat the Holy
Spirit’s presence inside of usy guarantees we will never walks
alone. Some days we may feel like those dejected girly inthe
lunch cafeteria, witiv no-roses and ano-knight ivv armor inv
sight. But we awre wrong. He iy always withv us.

Read Romans 8:35-39
What questiow is posed at the beginning of the passage?

What awe some of the situations mentioned that could couse us
to- question Godry love for us?

Verse 37 holds the answer. What s ouwrs thwough Chwrist?
Cav anything sepawvate us from God's love?

List some specific things Paul mentions inv verse 38 and 39
that cannot separate us from his love.



Love Letter from God

Write out Romany 8:39 in wording that makes sense if this is av
letter fromv Love’'s oww lipy straight to-yow. Drow ov paink some
of the scenery described here. Use o combination of hand
lettering fonts; and siges to- make it a beautiful letter that will
stick inv your heowt and mind/!

Love,



Love Letter to-God

Write out Romans 8:37 as avprayer of Thanksgiving to-God. Use
first person pronowns for yow and second persow pronowns for
God. Let’s end thig week of studying the height of God’'s love
powerfully by claviming victory in the naune of Jesus.

DW‘__‘_"_‘__‘__‘_--_-__‘__‘_-‘_-‘_-‘_--_--)

Love,



How Deep?

We have reached the last dimension of God's love! Let’s explore
greater depthy of Love Himself this week. But first, let’s revisit

owr memory passage; making sure we are hiding the attributes
of His love inv our heawts.

So-for we should hawe 1 Corinthiang 13:4-6 memoriged! Way to-
go! Today we will stowt working ovwverse 7:

“Love never gives up, never looses faith, iy always hobeful, and
enduwres through every circumstance.”

Write it out and reheawrse it aloud everyday this week.
Rehearse aloud beginning withvverse 4. Yow will have the
passage memovriged by Friday, and yow will always be able to-
meditate ow His love, no- matter where yow are/

Now, o to-better understanding the depths of His love.

Read Romans 5:6 -8
Whew did Chwist come to- save us?

What did He do-for us?

Would most people die for a good person?

How did God show His great love for us?



Did yow hawe to- cleawv yourself up before He died for yow?
Think about the time inv youwr life whew yow were fow from God..
The fowthest, davkest place where yow thought light couldn't
reach. Here's what he says to-that:

“I Loved Yow at Your Dowkest.”

The greatest deptivfrom where yow were in your sin to-the
greatest height where Jesus was inv heaven was not too-fowr for
Himto-travel. Where yow were fowthest away from God iy where
He found yow and pursued yow move lovingly thaw any mawv
ever could:.  If that would have beew the moment inv history
whew Jesus decided to-go-to-the cross, he would have..

“But now yow hawe been united withv Chwist Jesus. Once youw were
for oway from God, but now yow hawve been brought near to-
him through the blood of Chwist.” Ephesions 2:13

Jesus is the Valentine who- would hawe found the meanest girl
inv school. The one who-bullied everyone and only got flowers
from boys because they were afraid of her. He would have
served her detention for her and then taken her out onthe
date of her dreams; being the perfect gentlemar.

Think about the time in your life that seemed the darvkest,
fillled withv sin. Now let the deptivof Chwist’s love meet yowthere,
and love yow so- much that he bled to-deativ. His blood
continues to-bring beauty from ashes in your life. He's
standing there now, beaconing yow to-come and listen to-His
Words. He has words of love and life to- speak new to-yow today.
Remember the first time He called youwr naume, out of the
dawkness into- His mowvelous Light. He feels the same love for
yowtoday as he did then. He wanty yow to-remember!



Love Letter From God

This letter is fromv God to- yow. Write Romans 5:8 out, changing
the Naumes for Chwist into-furst person so-that the verses read
Like Jesus iy speaking them divectly to-youw; his beloved. Write
youwr naune below.

Love,



Love Letter to-God

Write out av special name for God o the line below. Then,
rewrite Romang 5:6 invyour own words. Make this o beautiful
treasure; withv creative hand lettering as yow offer up this
heawtfelt prayer of thanksgiving for the deptivthat Jesus crosseds
from his thwone o high to- your lowest place to- rescue you! Now
THAT IS LOVE!

Love,



How Deep?

After Jesus found us at our darkest, He inwited us to-joinv himw inv
his work. He takes us out to-DEEP watery to-experience Him and
Jjoinw himv invthe work He iy doing.

Read Luke 5:1-11
Where was Jesus and what was he doing?

Whose boat did Jesus get into-and why?

After He finished speaking, what did Jesus tell Simon to-do;,
and why?

What was Simow's initial response?

What was the outcome of Simon accepting Jesus advice?

Describe Simon Peter’s demeanor when the flood of fishv caume
{/Vl/:

Jesus inwited Him to-follow Him to- fish for what?

What does the final verse savy they left when they followed Jesus?



The word DEEP i verse 4 iy the same Greek Word wsed, inv owr
theme verse; Ephesiong 3:18. Thisg dimension of Godl'y love cally
ws out onto-the deep waters. These waters may be scary. These
waters may seean unpredictalble; tossed by the wind, fowr away
from the comfort of the shore. Our feet will not seem like they
ave o solid ground whevn we get there:

But Love Hinuelf will be inthe boat withv us. When we get invthe
boat with him,, following his lead out onto-the deep waters, we
will showe withv him the adventures owr heowty were created to-
experience withy Him, the creator and lover of owr souls. Away
from all famiiaw, He will be our only fomiliowr. Every fear we
hawve will fade as we look to-Him, sitting right across fromw us in
the boat.

Love doesn't send us out withv o fishing pole and av coordinate.
He sends us out withy Hinuself: For Himy, hawing our compoany as
He inwvites others to-join us i just as funv as fishing itself-

Think about that for & moment. The God who- created the
universe wonty to- spbend everyday withv yow. He wanty YOU to-be
a pawt of the work of spreading His good news about salvationw
and everlasting life! That sounds like the best date irnwitation
a girl could ever receive! Yow do- not want to- miss out o this
experience your heart was made for: the experience of a
princess to-know Her King. Do-not delay. Heowr the inwitation
afreshvthis day. Rise up, take His hand, and follow Him
everywhere yow walk today and everyday, whether the watersy
are peaceful ov rocky, His presence will make the ride amazging!



Love’s Irnwitation

Isthe Lovd calling yow out onto- waters that
may be deep? Is he asking yow to- stay where
yowawe? Pray about it, ask him to-reveal to-
yow his current and near future plany so- yow
cowvfo{low him there.

What special work does he have for yow to-
complete withy him?

What plans do- yow need to-put into- action to-
take steps with himv toward this special
assignment? Or how cowv yow refocus if yow ares
already there?

—— e — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
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Choose to-go-withvthe Lovd onw this special
assigrnment, walking inv obedience withv hin
step by step. The depths yow will experience withv
MWUWJJ/U@WWW@/WW&M
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Love Letter from God

This letter is from God to-yow. Write Song of Solomon 2:10 out,
so-that it reads as onv inwitakion fromv Love Himself speaking
divectly to-yow, his beloved. Write youwr noune below. Sigw it
with o title of God that fity this promise:

DW‘__‘_"_‘__‘__‘_--_-__‘__‘__‘_-‘_-‘_)

Love,



Love Letter to-God

Write out av special naume for God o the line below. Make this o
beautiful treasure; witivcreative hand lettering as yow offer up
Luke 9:57, stowting with the word “I” as o heowtfelt
commitiment to-follow Jesus, evew if he cally yow out onto-the
deep waters to-serve him. First count the cost. Know that the
rewawrd of knowing Jesus will surpass the expense of anything
yow leawe behind.

Dea/‘/’_‘__‘_"_‘__‘__‘_“_‘__‘__‘_-__-__-__‘_ )

Love,



How Deep?

Yesterday we studied o passage about how Owr Perfect
Valentine, Love Hinuself, loved us and chose us when we were
st sirvwners; when we were at our dawkest, when we didw't
think we could be found. Not only did he show up with never -
wilting flowers; He took owr punishunent for all the wrong we
had done; letting us of f the hook and showering us withv his
love withv one expectation; that we accept his ivwitation to-let
him be the love of owr lives, to-walk withv him the rest of ouwr
davys.

Today we are going to-talk about whenw he asks us to-come
somewhere withe him that we really just dovwt want to-go!
Maybe wsy mawried or dating ladies cawv relate. We are happy
owr husbond or boyfriend made plans for us, but we aren't too-
thwilled about the destination or the activities planned.

This iy what happened to-Jonah. God told him to-go-to-
Nineveh. Whenever God calls us to-av special work, we canv bes
sure he will meet us there and we will experience avv amaging
adventure withv himi. But Jonah just didwt like what God was

plavwning/!

Infact, he raw away from God, from the appointment God had
plavwned for him. Ladies, this is never good. God knowswhat is
best for us. But we all find owrselves trying to-talk God, into- our
plans sometimes, dowt we?

Things were not going well for Jonad. He was on av ship headed
his own way whenw he was thrown into-the deep sea. He was
doww inv darkest deptihs of the ocean where howdly any light
breaks through the water. He finds himself invthe belly of
fish. But he knows whow he cawv call ov.



Read Jonai 2
(Verses 1-3)
Where was Jonah whew he prayed this pravyer?

(Verse 4) Where did Jona look to-for help?

(Verses 5-6) Describe the depths that Jonah had gone doww
into:

(Verses 7-9) From the depths of the ocean where Jonadh was, dids
God heaw his pravyer?

Yow see ladies; the deptivof His love reaches so-low down that
Jonah way literally at deativs door at the bottow of the sea.
God heawrd himv and gawe hinm av second chance. He will do-the
saume for you, againw and agaiv. This iy the DEPTH of His Love!
How magnificent is He?! We canv turn down his inwitation, go-
the opposite direction, and end up at the floor of the ocean,; yet
He will heow us, and inv his DEEP love, we will receive mercy
fromv him/



Love Letter From God
Thiy letter is fromv God to- yow. Write Isaiadv43:2 out, so-that it
reads as av promise from Love Himself speaking dirvectly to-you,

his beloved. Write your name below. Sigw it withv o title of God
that fity this promise.

B el()_\/ed/__‘__‘_“_‘__‘__‘_--_‘__‘__‘__‘__‘__‘_- )

Love,



Love Letter to-God

Write out av special naume for God o the line below. Make this o
beautiful treasure; witivcreative hand lettering as yow offer up
Jonalv 2:2 as heawtfelt prayer. Make it in future tense; so-that
yow will rememlber whes yow find yourself inv deep distress, his
love has depths that will alwavys heow you!

DW‘__‘_"_‘__‘__‘_--_-__‘__‘_-‘_-‘_-)

Love,



How Deep?

So-we hawe made up owr minds, accepted the ivwitation from
Love Himself. We are invthe boat. What will we experience
when we awe out o the deep waters withy Him, fishing for
people? I've beev out deep-water fishing with Jesus. Here isthe
secret I hawe leawrned that we will explore in the next passage:
He only allows the wind and the wawves to- rock the boat so-that
we will reachy out for Humy jump inhis lap and hold on. He will
only allow the wild wind to-blow as long as it takes for the
purbose he has behind the storm to-be fulfilled.

What is the purpose? Why does he allow us to-endure these
storms when we hawve vowed owr lives aond our heawty to-him? It
would be so- much easier to-enduwe thew if we knew what kind
of eternal good they were producing invthe momenty of pairv
and feowr!

One day, inheaven, we will see: and know what lasting goods
came from the storms we had ride thwough.

1 Corinthiouns 13:12

“Now we see things imperfectly, like pugzling reflections in o
mivror, but thenw we will see everything with perfect clawrity. AW
that I know now s pawtiad and incomplete, but thew I will
know everything completely, just as God now knows me

If we knew during the storm, would we cling to-him? Would we
get to- know Hum more deeply? Or would we trust on our oww
understonding? The depths of His love are just as deep as the
depths of His understanding. They connot be measuved. One
thing we can be sure of; they awe good. He will not have us
endure awnvything without owr eternal good in mind.



Read Romang 11:33-36

The word “deep” invverse 33 isthe same Greek word used ivvowr
theme verse; Ephesiany 3:18. Paul sety us up to-explore the deptiv
of two-things. What are they?

Is it possible for owr minds to-fully comprehend this God of

owry?

What thwee questions does Paul pose next to-further provoke us
to- seawch deptihg of owr God's unending knowledge and love?

Put verse 36 into- your oww words below.



Love Letter from God

This letter is from God to- yow. Write Isaiah 40:28 ouk, so-that it
reads as av reminder from Love Hinmuself speaking directly to-you,
his beloved about the depthy of His love, understanding, and
strengtiv. Sigw it withv av title of God that fity this reminder.

Love,



Love Letter to-God

Write out av special naume for God o the line below. Make this o
beautiful treasure; withvcreative hand lettering as yow offer up
Romany 11:33 as avprayer of praise for the depths of his
understonding. Let this trutivovertake any fears about any
deep watery yow will ever experience.

DW‘__‘_"_‘__‘__‘_--_-__‘__‘_-‘_-‘_-‘ b

Love,



How Deep?

“And may yow hove the power to understand, as all God's
people should, how WIDE, how LONG, how HIGH, and how DEEP
his love 5. May yow experience the love of Chwist, though it is
too-great to-understand fully...”

Ay we learned previowsly, we will not be able to fully
wnderstond the dimensions of God’s love for usy ow this side
heaven. But He has given usy av reminder invHis Word of how his
love pointy to- heaven.

tach of these words, withv the exception of one; are used to
describe the measurementy of the heowvenly city we will liver inv
forever with Jesus one davy.

God’'s word blows me aowayy. Each of these thwee wovds, invtheir
oviginal Greek language; are wsed very few times inv scripture.
They are words used both to-describe the measure of love Gods
has for us, and to- measwre the walls that will encompass ws
forever inv v place more amaging thanw we could ever imagine.

This is o place where we will be withv Himy, invthe FULLNESS OF
HIS GLORY. We willl know the full measure of His love there. For
that reason, the only measwrement that cawrried deep painy withv
it, where He met us ovv eanth, where He found ws invowr deepest,
dawkest siny iy not used to- describe this place!!!

Instead; in Revelation; the foretelling of the final things of
time; this saume Greek word for “deep is used to-describe Saton's

d)er)ﬂ‘/- »



Read Revelationw 21

Where weve the old heawenw and eawth? Where was the deep sea?

How does verse 2 describe how the Holy City looked?

Where iy God's home now, inverse 37

What promise does verse 4 hold?

What will the One , Love Himself; sy from His thwone? Include

what he addresses to-those who-have believed Him and those
whom howve not (Verses 5-7)

How is the holy city described ivvverses 10-147

Here is where we see 3 of the 4 dimensions we've studied to-
measure Godr's great love for us! How long, wide;, and high will
the city be?

How thick will the walls be, and describe some of the beautiful
gems that will be used::



How many gates will there be, and describe their beauty:

Iy there avtemple? Why not?

Who-will and will not be able to-enter these beautiful gates?

And now to-see where the word for DEEP iy used inv Revelatiow:
Read Revelationw 2:24:
What hawve the people invthe chuwch of Thyatira folsely believed?

Read Revelation 20:10
Where is Satowv thwown, and what will his punishwment be?

Yow see; owr knight inv shinning awmor has comel!! He rides inv
onwavwhite horse (Revelation 19:11) to-bring us the fairy tale
ending we awre hoping for! Love Himself will come win the
battle to- save ws and carry wy off to-live inv v palace withv beauty
we canvt evenw imagine!



The Last Love Letter from God

This letter is from God to- yow. Write out Revelation 21:5-6,
stawting with “look.” Make this a beautiful treaswwre, withv
creative hand lettering. Sigw it withv av title of God that fity this
reminder. *For extrav cherishing, draw the setting around the
boawrders of the letter. Use the colory described to-draw the
beautiful wallsy and gates of the heawenly city Jesus will one
day be speaking these words to- yow in/

l‘ ,y Be/LO‘Ve/d/__‘__‘__‘__‘__________________________,

Love,



My Last Love Letter to- God-Forever More

This is avtoste, o glimpse, of the worship owr heawty will be
singing all day everyday as we are finally in the fullness of his
love! Our heawtsy will overflow withy goodness invthe presence of
owr Sawior, our love, every second, for eternity. Write this out
beauntifully. Treasure it as o foreshadowing of things to-come/!
Revelation 4:8, stowting withv “Holy.”

l‘ 'y"_“_“_‘-_‘—_‘—_“_“_“_“_“_“_“_“_“_ )

Love,



